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travellers met with its nest; and it is to be regretted that Dr. 
Leith Adams, who discovered one of its breeding-haunts in 
Ladakh, was not enabled to describe the eggs, the young being 
already hatched when he made the discovery. 


XXVII. —Notes on some of the Birds inhabiting the Province of 
Auckland, New Zealand. By Capt. F. W. Huron. 


FaLconipa& :—Mieracidea nove-zelandia is not uncommon, but 
rarely seen, as it inhabits the bush. Circus assimilis, on the con- 
trary, is very numerous. In the old bird the cere and base of 
the bill are whitish-blue, and the irides sulphur-yellow, while in 
the young the cere is yellow and the irides hazel. It breeds in 
swampy places and in cultivated districts, sometimes in corn- 
fields. The nest is composed of a few pieces of stick rudely put 
together. Ege ovoid, white, with some spots of pale brown, 
something like that of a Turkey. Length 1°75 in., greatest 
breadth 1:4 in. 

AxLcEDINIDE :—Halcyon vagans is common; it breeds in 
holes in the banks of streams, and lays five white eggs: length 
l:l in., breadth ‘9 in. 

Me vireHacipv& :—Prosthemadera nove-zelandie is common. 
Irides hazel. Both this bird and Anthornis melanura, beside their 
loud liquid notes, sing a varied song in a very low tone, as if to 
themselves. The latter makes a nest, loosely put together, of 
small twigs, roughly lined with grass and lichens. The eggs are 
white, more or less spotted with rusty: length ‘85 in., breadth 
‘65 in. Irides crimson. Legs and feet slate-blue. It is com- 
mou on the Great and Little Barrier Islands, but becoming very 
rare on the mainland. Pogonornis cincta is also abundant on 
the Little Barrier, not uncommon on the Great Barrier, but, I 
believe, quite extinct on the mainland of this province. Its 
irides are black. 

Crerruiip& :—Acanthisitta chloris is found in the wooded 
hills of the Great and Little Barrier Islands. It runs up the 
trunks of the trees like a Tree-Creeper, and picks insects out of 
the bark. I have also seen Anthornis melanura do the same. 
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The note of A. chloris is a small weak cheep. Mohoua albicilla 
is common in the forest, but generally keeps in the tops of the 
trees. Its note is something like that of the Yellow Hammer, 
but without the last long note. Its nest is made of moss, grass, 
and the bark of Leptospermum, and lined with grass and the 
hairs from the young fronds of tree-ferns. 

Luscini1p#& :—-Gerygone flaviventris is common, and has a 
sweet little song. Irides crimson, bill black, legs and feet 
brownish-black. Nest oval, with an opening at one side near 
the upper end, composed of moss, feathers, grass, fresh-water 
Alga, wool, &e., and lined with feathers, grass, and fern root- 
lets*. Its length is 3 or + inches, with a breadth of 2 inches. 
Petreca toitoi and P. longipes are both common in the bush; 
the note of the latter somewhat resembles that of a Canary, 
but is not so loud, nor so varied. Anthus nove-zelandia is the 
commonest native bird, and appears to increase with cultivation. 
Its nest is built on the ground, of fern, lined with grass. Eges 
ycllow-grey, spotted with brown and grey: length -9 in., 
breadth °7 in. 

Muscicarip&® :—Rhipidura flabellifera is very common. It 
has no pretensions to be called a songster, having nothing but 
a harsh chirp. Nest about 2°5 or 3 inches in diameter, and the 
same or less in height, composed of grass, moss, and bark of 
Leptospermum, and lined with hair, grass-culms, fruit-stalks of 
moss (Bryum, Trichostomum, &c.). Eggs white, with brown 
spots or blotches, often forming a ring, near the thick end: 
length ‘65 in., breadth °5 in. 

STURNIDE :— Creadion carunculatus:—A nest of this bird, 
which Mr. Kirk and myself found on the Little Barrier Island, 
was about two feet down the hollow stem of a dead tree-fern 
whose top was broken off. It was roughly composed of stems of 
Hymenophyllum and dead fibres of Areca sapida, and lined with 
the fine loose bark of Leptospermum. The eggs were threc in 
number, white, spotted with brownish-grey and violet near the 
thick end: length 1°15 in., breadth ‘9 in. 

Psirracip& :—Both Platycercus nove-zelandie and P. auri- 
ceps ave found in the province, although not very common on 


* Ihave never seen the porch described by Mr. Buller in his ‘ Essay.’ 
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the mainland. The egg of one of the species is polished 
white, oval: length ‘95 in., breadth -75. Nestor meridionalis is 
common, and feeds much on honey at certain seasons of the year. 

CHARADRIIDÆ:— Charadrius obscurus is common on the coast, 
but never goes inland. It turns up the seaweed and catches 
the sandhoppers underneath. Anarhynchus frontalis is occa- 
sionally shot ; when young, it is greyish-brown on the back, and 
white below, with a greyish-brown band on the throat. The bill 
is always bent the same way. Dr. Finsch must surely be wrong 
im calling this bird a Hematopus.  Thinornis nove-zelandia is 
found at the Great Barrier Island, and on the edges of Lake 
Rotorua. Irides dark; bill orange, with a black tip; a thin 
line of orange-coloured flesh round the eye ; legs and feet flesh- 
colour, nails black. 

ARDEIDÆ :—AÁrdea nova-hollandie has been shot in the Ma- 
nukan Harbour *. 

Scotopacipz :—Notwithstanding Dr. Finsch’s strongly pro- 
nounced opinion, I am inclined to doubt the specific identity of 
Himantopus nove-zelandie and H. melas. The former is a 
common bird in the southern parts of this province, while the 
latter is very rare. At the hot lake of Roto-mahana H. nove- 
zelandie (erroneously called Oyster-catcher, Hematopus picatus, 
by Dr. Hochstetter) abounds, and remains there all the year 
round, while the natives assured me that H. melas was only oc- 
casionally seen, and that it came from the sea. Because H. 
nove-zelandie when young may have more black feathers on it 
than when old, it does not therefore follow that H. melas is the 
young of H. nove-zelandie ; and it certainly is not the male, or 
the natives would have seen them paired at Roto-mahana. H. 
melas appears to be a smaller bird, but with a larger bill. 

Raiipx :—Ortygometra affinis :—Inides red; bill, legs, and 
feet brownish-green, the bill being the lightest. O. tabuensis : 
—TInides brick-red ; legs and feet pale red ; bill black ; flesh round 
the eye brieck-red. Common in the Waikato swamps, but not 
easily seen. Porphyrio melanonotus :—Kge yellowish-white or 
buff with reddish spots, principally on the larger end: length 
%1 in, breadth 15 in. Rallus assimilis :—Bgg pinkish-white 

* [Vide anteà, p. 135.—En.] 
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or cream-colour with red-chestnut spots, principally on the larger 
end: length 1:5 in., breadth 1-2 in. 

ANATID& :—Anas superciliosa :— Both sexes are alike, but the 
feet and legs of the male are of a dirty orange with dusky spots 
on the webs ; and those of the female dirty yellow-ochre. Inides 
of both brown. Bill greenish-blue, with black nail and an irre- 
gular black mark below the nostrils; the base of the lower 
mandible is also black. Egg yellowish-white: length 2°35, 
breadth 1:75 in. Spatula variegata :—Male. Irides yellow, legs, 
feet, and membranes bright yellowish-orange ; nails brown ; bill 
blue-black. Female. [rides yellowish-hazel; feet and legs dull 
yellowish-ochre ; membranes dusky; bill greenish-grey, darkest 
near the tip; lower surface of lower mandible yellow ochre. 
Fuligula nove-zelandie :—Male. Indes yellow; bill ash-bluc, 
tipped with black; legs and toes grey; membranes black, bor- 
dered near each toe with grey. Female. Irides brown; bill 
bluish-black ; legs and feet as in the male. 

Nyroca australis, Gould, is not uncommon on the lakes in the 
interior of the island. Male. Head, neck, and breast dark 
reddish-brown ; back dark brown, each feather on the upper 
part tipped with greenish brown; sides brown, each feather 
tipped with yellowish brown; upper abdoinen white, lower ab- 
domen brown; lower tail-coverts white; under wing-coverts 
white, upper brown with green reflections ; wing-feathers white, 
tipped with dark brown, outer webs of first four primaries brown ; 
tertials brown with green reflections; tail brown; irides white ; 
bill black, with a dark slate-blue band at the tip; front of 
tarsi very light grey, behind darker; toes very light grey ; 
membranes black, bordered with light grey on the side of cach 
toe. Length 20 inches, wing from carpal joint 8:5 in., bill from 
gape 2°25 in., tarsus 1'5 in. Windpipe swollen. 

Female. Head, neck and breast russet-brown, speckled with 


white on the throat, and with black on the breast, darkest on 
the top of the head ; back and sides as in the male ; upper abdo- 
men dirty white, lower brown; tail and wings as in the male, 
but the white of the primaries shaded with brown; irides light 
brown ; bill greenish-grey, tipped with slate blue, lower man- 
dible greyish-blue ; legs and fect as in the male. Length 19 
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inches, wing from carpal joint 8°5 in., bill from gape 2 inches, 
tarsus 1°375 in. 

SpHENisciD& :—Eudyptes pachyrhynchus has been taken in 
the Bay of Plenty, and in the Bay of Islands. Spheniscus minor 
breeds in holes, laying two yellowish-white eggs. Length 
2°1 in., breadth 1°6 in. 

ProceLLariipa :—The following members of this family 
must be added to Dr. Finsch’s list of New-Zealand Birds :— 

Adamastor cinereus (Gmel.). 

Fregetta melanogastra (Gould). 

Procellaria nereis (Gould). 

(Estrelata lessoni (Garnot) . 

Prion turtur (Kuhl). 

I am doubtful whether Procellaria equinoctialis should be 
admitted into the list. 

Laripx :—Larus melanorhynchus (Buller, Ibis, 1869, p. 43) 
is found on Lake Tarawera, in the interior of the island. L. an- 
tipodum :—Egeg brown, blotched all over with darker, oval: 
length 3 inches, breadth 1:85 in. L. scopulinus :—Ege lighter, 
almost white, with dark, nearly black spots, ovoid: length 2°4in., 
breadth 1°65 in. 

PELECANIDE :—Sula serrator breeds on a small island near 
the Great Barrier. Egg dirty white, oval: length 3 inches, 
breadth 1:85 in. Graculus varius breeds in trees. Ege bluish- 
white, rough, oval: length 2°4in., breath 1:5 in. On the sea- 
coast the commonest Cormorants are G. varius and G. brevi- 
rostris; and in the Firth of the Thames G. punctatus. G. 
carboides and G. melanoleucus are also occasionally found. On 
the Waikato and inland lakes the commonest are G. carboides 
and G. brevirostris; G. melanoleucus and G. varius are also not 
uncommon. I should call G. varius and G. punctatus sea-birds, 
and G. carboides and G. melanoleucus freshwater birds, while 
G. brevirostris belongs equally to both. 


The following birds have been introduced into the province, 
and, as I know from from personal observation, have bred in a 
wild state. 

Gymnorhina tibicen. 
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Turdus musicus. 
» merula. 
EGE 1, oo rning very numerous 
Fringilla celebs 7 i 
a cannabina. 
s chloris, becoming common. 

Pyranga rubra, bred three times the first year. 

Passer domesticus, getting very numerous. 

Alauda arvensis. 

Two small Finches from Queensland, the names of which are 
not known to me, are getting common. 

Ortyx californicus. Very numerous in some places. Dr. 
Finsch apparently quotes me as stating that O. virginianus was 
common here. There must be some mistake about this, as, to 
the best of my knowledge, O. virginianus has never been intro- 
duced *. 

Phasianus colchicus. Common about Monganui in the north, 
but does not spread much. Introduced twenty years ago. 

Phasianus torquatus. Abundant from Auckland to Lake 
Taupo, but not in the forest-land of the north. Originally thir- 
teen birds were introduced about sixteen years ago. 

Perdix cinerea. 

Turtur risorius, Too tame to increase in a wild state. 

Cygnus olor. 

Chenopis atrata. 

The following birds have also been turned out; but I am not 
sure whether they have bred or not. 

Sylvia cinerea (three examples), Erythacus rubecula (two cocks 
and a hen !), Fringilla carduelis, F. canaria, Emberiza citrinella, 
Agelæeus phæniceus, Sturnella ludoviciana, two species of Quail 
from Australia and one from Tasmania, Perdix petrosa, Tale- 
gallus lathami, Phaps chalcoptera, Leucosarcia picata, Chenalopex 
ægyptiaca, and Cereopsis nove-hollandie. 

The other birds that I know to be found in the province, but 
not previously mentioned in these notes; are— 

Athene nove-zelandie. Common. 


* (Capt. Hutton’s letter (Ibis, 1867, pp. 378. 3879) is no doubt the au- 
thority for Dr. Finsch’s statement.—Ep. | 
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Spheneacus punctatus. Common. It has a loud, liquid, single 
note, and a sharp alarm-cry. 

Certhiparus nove-zelandia. 

Zosterops dorsalis. Common. 

Calleas cinerea. In forest-covered hills. 

Eudynamis taitensis. 

Chrysococcyx lucidus. 

Strigops habroptilus. Probably still exists in the neighbour- 
hood of Pirougia and Mokau. 

Carpophaga nove-zelandie. Common in the bush. 

Coturnix nove-zelandia. Rare. 

Charadrius bicinctus. 

Hematopus longirostris. 

s unicolor. 

Limosa nove-zelandie. Abundant on the sea-shore. 

Ardea flavirostris. Rare; one used to frequent the Wade, 
about ten miles north of Auckland, a year ago. I do not 
know whcther it has been shot yet. 

Ardea matook. Generally near the sea. 

Botaurus pecilopterus. Common. 

Ocydromus earli. Rare in the north, more abundant in the 
centre and south of the island. 

Casarca variegata. Occasionally in the southern parts of the 
province, common further south. 

Anas chlorotis. Not uncommon. 

Hymenolemus malacorhynchus. On the top of Pirougia, and 
the upper Mokau. 

Podiceps rufipectus. Common in Waikato. 

Sterna strenua. 

„ Jfrentalis. Abundant, perhaps a migrant from Australia. 

Apteryx mantelli. Not uncommon in places. 


} Common im summer. 


